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Upcoming Events 

October is College and Career Month 

National Bullying Prevention Month 

September 20—October 15—Kindergarten Colors Week 

 October 5th –  Wear Purple 

 October 6th – Wear Pink 

 October 7th – Wear Brown 

 October 8th - Wear Black 

 October 9th - Wear White 

 October 12—Student Holiday 

October 13—Begin 2nd Marking Period 

October 14—Is a long Wednesday (Schools will 

not have early release today) 

October 15—Hearing Screenings for kindergar-

ten and 1st grade face to face students only. 

Oct. 15—8 am. PTA Meeting 

October 15—Virtual Open House  

and  Virtual Curriculum Night. 

 Two live sessions by your child’s teacher: 

 Session 1– 5:30 

 Session 2—6:00 

 Pick the session that fits your schedule the best as the 

second session is a repeat of the first session. 

 Curriculum Night sessions will be pre-recorded and you 

can watch at your leisure. 

Oct. 18—PTA Reflections entries due 

October 19—November 1—BME Virtual Book 
Fair 

October 19—29th—i-Ready Growth Monitoring 
in Reading and Math 

Oct. 19 –23rd—PTA Pumpkin Decorating 

Oct. 21-5th Grade STEAM Virtual Career Visit from 
Spectrum News 13 (Meteorologist) 

Oct. 22—PTA Koala Krawl registration due 

October 26—30—Red Ribbon Week 

Oct. 28—Pumpkin Winner Announced 

Dear Koalas, 

I am now announcing Principal Award winners this year.  Be sure to tune in to 

our morning announcements each week to hear our winners names.   We also 

post the names each week in the Media Center Canvas Course that all students 

are enrolled in each year.   

Each week a teacher can select one student that represents one of the qualities 

we are focusing on each week of  the month. Each week some students  will be 

recognized for exhibiting traits that are the focus for that week.   

Congratulations to all of our September Principal Award Winners who were 

great demonstrators of the various qualities of being respectful.  Each week 

some students  will be recognized for exhibiting traits that are the focus for that 

week.   

For our October Principal Awards, we will look at students that are good models 

for demonstrating responsibility. Responsibility is an important trait to be suc-

cessful in school.  I expect all students to be responsible and complete their 

classwork and homework, to use self control, and to make responsible choices.  

I know that all of our students can develop skills and be responsible. I look for-

ward recognizing you on the Koala News for Principal Awards this year.    

Congratulations again to our September Principal Award Winners!   

Respectfully,  

Ms. Gerai Mays 

Principal 

Congratulations to both Mrs. Haughwout and Mrs. Harkness 

on their selection to represent Bay Meadows for Support Per-

son of  the Year and Teacher of  the Year!  



Spotlight on Kindergarten 
Kindergarten is in full swing!  Both Launch-Ed students and Face to Face students are enjoying STEAM challenges, as they 
begin to learn the steps in the Engineering Design Process. They enjoyed the challenges of “The Perfect Square” and “The Egg 
Drop” this past month!   We celebrated Patriots’ Day by wearing red, white, and blue, talking about ways to be a good citizen, 
and learning about the historical event of 9/11.  Students have been working hard on: characters, setting, main topic, key de-
tails, literary and informational text, 2D and 3D shapes, five senses, and so much more.  We are so proud of our students for 
working so hard and for being good citizens! We can’t thank all parents enough for your support during these trying times, re-
gardless of your child’s learning location. We’ve got this!  



Spotlight on Kindergarten 



Spotlight on 1st Grade 
We have had another busy month in first grade! We have started learning how to ask and answer questions about informa-

tional text that we are reading, and also to find main idea and key details in what we’re reading. In math we have been learn-

ing how to count to 120 and also new ways to represent numbers by using ten frames and tens and ones. In science, we 

learned how to sort matter by properties like shape, size, color, and what makes items sink or float. We also have done some 

more fun STEAM projects: making a 3 dimensional building out of student created 2 dimensional shapes and we also have 

completed an exploration of an apple. In Social Studies, we talked about September 11th and discussed heroes and how eve-

ryone can be a hero. LaunchEd at Home students are doing a great job learning how to upload assignments and navigate 

Canvas. Face to Face students are doing a great job wearing their masks all day and learning in their classrooms while stay-

ing socially distant. Coming up in October – a study of bats, spiders, and pumpkins!  



Spotlight on 1st Grade 



Spotlight on 2nd Grade 
2nd graders learned all about biographies in September, reading about both Helen Keller and John Chap-

man.  As we read, we focused on finding the main idea of different sections and making connections between 
big ideas.  Inspired by Helen Keller, we learned how to  build Braille letters using  Legos. We also designed a 
new and improved hat to protect Johnny Appleseed from the sun as he planted his apple trees.  At the begin-
ning of the month, we engineered our own musical instruments.  In math, we have been busy learn-
ing multiple strategies to add and subtract 2-digit numbers. Our science units have been all about the states of 
matter and how we change matter through physical and chemical changes. 

After reading the fable “The Ants 
and the Grasshopper”, students 
planned out and created their own 
musical instruments.  



Spotlight on 2nd Grade 



Spotlight on 3rd Grade 

3rd grade STEAM classes used the Engineering 
Design Process to design a bridge using recycled 
materials, just like the one from their story in 
reading "Pop's Bridge". Students were allowed to 
test and redesign their bridges throughout the 
week. Good job 3rd Grade!  

In science, 3rd grade STEAM classes used the Engineering Design 
Process to participate in "THE GREAT ICE RACE!" Students 
were challenged to "change the state of matter" or the ice cube their 
teacher gave them. They were allowed to test and retry various 
methods through 3 rounds. They even included background music 
of Alvin and the Chipmunks ICE ICE BABY song! Students were 
crowned Ice Queens and Ice Kings following their successes! Good 

Third grade is doing some incredible things this month! In Reading, students are learning through Poems and Plays while focusing some 
on Figurative Language! In Math, they have moved into multiplication and division word problems, solving for an unknown number 
and the properties of multiplication. In Science, classes are exploring changes in matter. They even got to experiment with the Great Ice 
Race! In Social Studies, students are learning about each branch of government & more on primary and secondary sources. STEAM 
classes have been working through the Engineering Design Process to complete weekly STEAM challenges in centers. Students have 
built anything from a bridge to a podium! Informative writing units are well under way and even typing their work has become a new 
routine. Great job 3rd grade! 



Spotlight on 3rd Grade 



Spotlight on 3rd Grade 



Spotlight on 4th Grade 

Fourth grade studied physical and chemical changes and did some hands-on experiments to prove their thinking. They had paper crumbling, a candle 
burning (wax melting vs. wick burning), Orbies expanding, an eggshell eaten away by vinegar, steel wool rusting, and baking soda and vinegar combining 
to form a gas to inflate a balloon.  

 

Students in Ms. Donofrio’s class collaborated virtually 
by creating a story board of important events and de-
tails from the text they were reading about Sacagawea.   

Students in Miss Fiffick’s class were observing different chemical vs. physi-
cal reactions! They added baking soda and vinegar to the balloon to see 
how the two substances would react with each other. The two materials 
mixed together and expanded in the balloon, making the balloon inflate.  

In Social Studies we have learned about 
map skills. The students have created 
maps of our classroom or their bed-
room which had to include a legend, 
scale, compass rose, and title. They 
presented their maps to the class! It was 
a fun way to learn about map skills! 



Spotlight on 5th Grade 
Mrs. Carsten’s class learned how temperature affects chemical changes during their latest science experi-
ment.  The kids compared using tap water versus ice water with alka seltzer tablets in a film canister to see 
which temperature of water took longer to ‘explode’. It was a very exciting activity for the kids!  

 



We are off to a great start in Gifted this year…as we push through the technology issues we are finding new and creative ways of stay-
ing connected to our classmates.  Each week sessions becomes better than the previous session…Each grade level is participating in a 
book study…along with diving into the text we are connecting STEAM projects to the content each week from our books or articles 
written on current events in our world in order to brainstorm attainable solutions to real-world problems.  Students are thriving as 
they are going through each step of the Engineering Design Process! 

 

K-3rd Grade is reading The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by: Kate DiCamillo; through group discussions and STEAM exten-
sion projects students were challenged to create a life saver for one of the characters in the book that was thrown overboard from the 
Queen Mary…students had to use recycled materials to create something to help Edward get back to the ship! 

 

4th Grade is reading The Wild Robot by: Peter Brown;  this book is keeping us on our toes as we are not sure what is going to happen 
to Roz, the robot, out in the wild alone.  Students were challenged to create a shelter to protect Roz from the weather elements she 
has been encountering such as mudslides, falling pinecones, rain, and extreme wind.    

 

5th Grade is reading Hatchet by Gary Paulsen; this book is adventure page after page as the first couple of chapters began with events 
that led up to a plane crash.  Students were challenged to create something to help Brian, take the dirty water from nature and make it 
clean, safe and suitable for human consumption as a means of survival.   

 

You never know what the students will come up with when they are challenged to think differently and can expand their knowledge 
through magic squares, puzzles, riddles, logic grids, choice boards, genius hour, and much more!   

Spotlight on Enrichment 



Spotlight on Ms. Guignet and Ms. Esposito 

In Ms. Guignet's class we have been learning many new things! In sci-
ence, we did a unit on the 5 senses and then we began learning about 
the states of matter! In ELA, we have been learning how to sequence 
events in a story. Now, we are beginning to learn about point of view 
and will continue to talk about point of view in October. In math, we 
have been learning about mathematical equations and how to use 
strategies to solve them. We also have been learning about patterns 
and calendar skills. In Social Studies, we have been studying maps and 
globes. We are so excited to continue learning! 
 
In Ms.Esposito’s class we are having so much fun learning! In science, 
we have been learning about scientist and how we can use our 5 sens-
es in the world around us! In ELA, we have been learning about key 
details. We are beginning to learn about fiction and non-fiction books. 
We have also been practicing our sight words and have been doing 
amazing at writing our words. In math, we have been learning about 
patterns and how to use patterns to show different numbers. We have 
also been learning about our 100 chart and will continue with breaking 
apart numbers into October. In Social Studies, we have been studying 
what it means to be a good citizen and why rules our important in 
school and in the community. We have been growing and we can’t 
wait to grow more!  



Spotlight on Specials 
What’s happening in Specials? 

What’s up in art? 

Kindergarten and 1st Grade students are learning to classify, create and use geometric and organic shapes in works of art. 

2nd and 3rd Grade students are exploring art history. They finished up their cave art drawings and are now learning about art from an-
cient Egypt.  

4th and 5th Grade students are exploring painting techniques and color blending in flower paintings inspired by Georgia O’Keeffe. 

What’s up in music? 

Kindergarten is learning about steady beat, African music, composer John Philip Sousa, voice types, and percussion. 
1st-2nd Grades are learning about "The Star Spangled Banner," African music, composer John Philip Sousa, steady beat, and classification 
of percussion. 
3rd-5th Grades are learning about the elements of music, specifically form and rhythm, the history behind "The Star Spangled Banner," 
and composer John Philip Sousa. 

 

What’s up in P.E.? 

Kindergarten -5th Grade students finished up fitness games last week and are starting kicking skills. Students are currently enjoying 

soccer in a socially distant soccer unit. 

 
Ms. Compton's kindergarten class show-
ing the steady beat. 

Second grade Elira with her found sound 

percussion instruments.  
Second grade Hardit with his found sound percussion 
instrument and  

5th grade weaving around cones as they dribble.  1st graders passing the ball to each other. 1st graders doing a dribble race.  

Miah is showing her shape collage  Adam is completing his cave art 
Alim and Tien are painting their Georgia O’Keeffe 
inspired Flowers.  



GUIDANCE NEWS 

Hello Everyone, 
 
The month of September celebrated Citizenship.  We heard a pleasant voice from 
the past, Mr. Rogers, remind us that during times of trouble, “We should look for 
the helpers. There will always be helpers.” We saw this during the tragedy of 9/11 
when independent boat operators joined with the Coast Guard and ferry boats to 
rescue people trapped on Manhattan Island.  Help your children continue to see a 
world of helpers in every day events and encourage them to do their part.  
We celebrated Patriot Day by wearing red, white, and blue to honor them.   
 
September also had “College Color Day” and students wore the shirts or colors of 
their favorite college or university. Next month will feature lessons on Cooperation. 



 

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION 

 

Bay Meadows is fortunate to have Baptiste Orthodontics as a Partner in Education to sponsor our Koalas 

Who Care program.  Each week, one or two students are chosen who consistently demonstrate the weekly 

character trait such as respect, responsibility, or kindness.  Those students are then featured on our 

WBME news program along with Mrs. Schweitzer from Baptiste Orthodontics.  Thanks to the miracle of 

technology, we are able to continue this program this year by doing virtual meetings.   

 

Congratulations to the following students for being Koalas Who Care! 

 

For Ms. Cook’s Class: Anishka Jindal 

For Ms. Klunk’s Class: Sydney Miller 

For Ms. Messenger’s Class: Mylee Davison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partners in Education - Bay Meadows loves community businesses!   
Our entire community depends on a successful educational system, therefore education is everyone’s 
business. If your company is interested in becoming a Bay Meadows Partner in Education, please con-
tact Mandy Fillenwarth at Miranda.Fillenwarth@ocps.net. 

 

mailto:Miranda.Fillenwarth@ocps.net


OCTOBER STEAM BOOK AND DESIGN CHALLENGE OF THE MONTH 
 

All students and families are invited to participate in the optional Book and STEAM Design Challenge of the Month!  This month’s book is Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf 

by Lois Ehlert.  The design challenge is to create a raft using a leaf.  The goal is to create a raft that will hold several marbles while floating in some water.  The 

only supplies you can use are: leaves, twigs, strings, and glue.  To find all the details about the book and the challenge, visit the Bay Meadows Koalas Course on 

Canvas.  When you finish your project, please send 1-2 pictures to your teacher.  Some of the projects will be featured on our WBME news. 

 

Directions to STEAM Book & Challenge: 

1. Click on Canvas then click on the BME Student Body/Bay Meadows Koalas course (this is the same course that contains LOTS of help guides and me-

dia resources from Mrs. Gifford). 

2. Click on Modules then scroll way down to the Connecting Literature to Science through the Media Center section.  Click on October:  STEAM Book & 

Challenge of  the Month.  Please note that you can click on the book for a read aloud via YouTube. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 

MAGNET SCHOOL UPDATES 
 

We are so happy to welcome so many new magnet families to Bay 
Meadows!  We are already looking ahead to next year.  Due to the cur-
rent safety guidelines, there will be a virtual OCPS magnet fair instead 
of an in-person magnet fair this year.  The virtual fair is currently 
scheduled for early November.  If you have friends or family interest-
ed in any OCPS magnet school, please stay tuned for information 
about how to access the virtual fair.  The magnet application for the 
2021-22 school year opens on November 1st at 
www.schoolchoice.ocps.net. 

http://www.schoolchoice.ocps.net/


 

 

Partners in Education - Bay Meadows loves community businesses!   
Our entire community depends on a successful educational system, therefore education is everyone’s busi-
ness. If your company is interested in becoming a Bay Meadows Partner in Education, please contact Man-
dy Fillenwarth at Miranda.Fillenwarth@ocps.net. 
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Media Center Home Access 

     The Media Center may be accessed from home 

through the Destiny Link or you can type in the web 

address:  https://ocps.follettdestiny.com/common/

welcome.jsp?context=saas72_0960615 into your web 

browser.  Choose Bay Meadows Elementary. Through 

KOALA-TY MEDIA 

KORNER 

 

Dear Parents and Families:  

 

     The Media Center is the HEART                 of our SCHOOL. 

Classes have been meeting weekly for lessons & checking 

out books. The lessons and many resources are posted on 

the Bay Meadows Koala Canvas page. 

All OCPS students have access to an Orange County Library 

System Virtual Library Card. This Virtual Library Card is free to 

all students and provides them with a wide variety of re-

sources and activities, including: 

 Connect to Wi-Fi at any library location 

 A selection of eBooks and digital audio books 

 Programs to learn a new language 

 Art, music, and magazines 

 Science experiments 

 Research tools/databases covering all subject areas 

Free online tutoring using Brainfuse 

 To access the Virtual Library Card, go the Library Research 

Tool app on your Launchad Dashboard  

 Select a resource and log in 

 A student’s username his/her Student ID and his/her PIN is 

their birth date (YYYYMMDD). 

                      

  

If you need assistance with a device, you must 
first submit a Tech Ticket: 

studenttechrequest.ocps.net 

Please contact Scholastic for Orders: 

Call 1-800-770-4662 

          ONLINE BOOK FAIR IS COMING! 

 

 

               October 19th-November 1st 

                    

 Go to https:// www.scholastic.com/fair or 
search Find a Fair – Scholastic Book Fairs. 

 School Search Bay Meadows Elementary, and click on 
Select School.  

 You will now be at the information page.  

 Next, scroll down to the shop now icon and start shop-
ping! The “shop now” icon will appear once the Book Fair 
begins. 

 Please remember to sign in so Bay Meadows Elementary 
gets credit for all purchases during out book fair… 

 If you shop as a “guest,” we will not receive rewards 

 Books will be shipped by Scholastic (not the school) 
to your home.  

https://ocps.follettdestiny.com/common/welcome.jsp?context=saas72_0960615
https://ocps.follettdestiny.com/common/welcome.jsp?context=saas72_0960615
https://discoveryms.ocps.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_64305/File/Students/Brainfuse%20Instructions.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com/fair


                                        Front Office Reminders: 

 

 

 

 For Face to Face students a hand written note is required if your child is absent from 1-2 days. If they’re absent due to illness for 
3 or more days, a doctor’s note is required to excuse the absence. This rule is per OCPS attendance policy. 

 For LaunchED students an email from the parent/legal guardian is required if your child is absent from 1-2 days. If they’re 
absent due to illness for 3 or more days, a doctor’s note is required to excuse the absence. You may email the attendance clerk at 
Janet.Rivera@ocps.net  This rule is per OCPS attendance policy. 

 Parents are not allowed to eat with their child at this time. 

 Please use the parking lot to park your vehicle when picking up your child . You will need to show your ID and wear a mask upon 
entering the office. 

 Make sure we have received your 20-21 emergency forms and they are up to date with current phone numbers and pick up infor-
mation. 

 Please make sure your child is prepared with all of the items needed for the school day. This includes lunch and electronic devices.  

  If you need to sign your child out for an appointment, 2:35 p.m. is the latest on M,T, Th. & F and 1:35 p.m. on 
Wednesday. 

 If your child gets signed out before 11:45 on M,T, Th & F he/she is considered absent and 10:45 on Wednesday. 
Students MUST be in school for more than half a day to be considered present, this goes for LaunchED as well. 

 

 

Visit www.ocps.net for parent resources! 

Be sure to visit our school website at 

www.ebm.ocps.net to participate in our Digital 

Open House!  

Parents and Students, 

Be sure to visit the WBME Media Center Canvas 

Course and see all of the helpful resources and fun 

Mrs. Gifford has provided.  There are directions and 

help for all things digital!  Also some great grade 

specific resources Thank you Mrs. Gifford.   

Don’t forget to catch the Koala Morning 

News!  Mrs. Fillenwarth and the News Crew 

provide timely news and happenings from 

BME. The news is recorded so if you miss it in 

the morning, you can catch it later in the day! 

Thank you Mrs. Fillenwarth and News Crew! 

mailto:Janet.Rivera@ocps.net


  % Students Connected* Lesson Pass Rate 

i-Ready Usage (Reading and 
Mathematics) 

99.8% 89% 

 

 

Congratulations students who worked on i-Ready at the end of last school year.  Bay Meadows was awarded as a Distinguished School 

for Remote Learning Success.  99% of our students were connected for 45 minutes a week in both Reading and Math.  But more im-

portantly the student Lesson Pass Rate was 89%. Way to go Koalas!!! Let’s see if we can meet or beat that record this year.   

Parents you can help us by promoting 45 minutes a week in each subject. Research indicates that 45 minutes is best.  If you have stu-

dents go way over that time, it is actually less beneficial due to burn out.   You can also help by not just promoting the time goal but 

also that your child is focused on passing the lesson the first time.  This requires them to focus and pay attention. Have your child 

write a pledge to do their best and then provide them with a positive award or praise when they reach their goal.  See sample below. 



 

 

Spotlight on PTA 

Join PTA today & purchase your spirit wear 

http://baymeadowspta.memberhub.store 
 

Upcoming events 

October 

7 – Chipotle Spirit Night 
15 – PTA mtg. @ 8am 

16 – Reflections entries due 
19 – 23 – Pumpkin Decorating 

22 – Koala Krawl registrations due 
28 – Pumpkin Winner announced 

  
November 

2-4 – Math Nights 
9-13 – Spirit Week 

13-15 – Virtual Koala Krawl 
18 – PTA mtg. @ 6pm 

 

 Ongoing Events 
PTA Membership Madness 

Spirit Wear Sales 

Koala Fridays Spirit Days 
Accepting photos for yearbook  

 

http://baymeadowspta.memberhub.store





